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WINDING UP SUMMAY 
THE 106 FD WKSP RAEME ASSOCIATION INC WILL WINDUP IN 2018 

 
106 Fd Wksp RAEME was disbanded at Bonegilla after returning from its deployment in South Vietnam in 
the period 1968 – 1971.  
 
The 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association was only formed and Incorporated in 2004 following the very 
successful of Gathering of RAEME event which was organized/conducted by Phillip Bond in Brisbane in 
2002. Based on the good will from this activity it was decided to form an Association. When the 106 
Association was actually formed, it focussed on its Vietnam activities and hence membership was initially 
restricted to veterans of 106 who had served in South Vietnam. 
 
As the workshop emerged from disbandment to be re-raised and sited at Coopers Plains (and later at 
Enoggera), it was quickly acknowledged that the Association membership should be extended to any 
present or past serving person of any Corps who had served with 106 in any location. The 106 Association 
Rules etc were changed accordingly to cater for the broader membership arrangement.  
 
A subsequent major Army reorganization saw Field Workshops restructured from independent units into 
RAEME technical support companies of Logistic Service Support battalions – these battalions also 
included RACT, RAAMC and RAAOC components. Over a number of years since this initial restructuring, 
adjustments were made to the extent that now Field Workshops have re-acquired their original unit titles 
but as a sub-units of a Combat Service Support Battalion (CSSB). In 106’s case, 106 Fd Wksp 7CSSB is 
based at Enoggera in Brisbane. 7CSSB supports 7 Bde.  
 
The 106 Association Management Committee was aware that for the long term viability of the 
Association a broadened membership was critical as was the need for younger members to assume 
Management Committee positions. Subsequently, at the Association’s AGMs since 2014 there had been a 
great deal of discussion about efforts to broaden membership and implications if not successful. It was 
generally agreed that unless progress on membership and management was evident by the 50th 
anniversary year of the raising of 106 (i.e. 2018), the Association should consider winding up while it was 
still a viable entity. 
 
Notwithstanding all the changes and variations over the years, the 106 Association sought to grow its 
membership to include the non-Vietnam past and present members of 106 - without any success.  
 
The 2016 AGM conducted in Frankston Vic, agreed to conduct its next biennial reunion, the 50th year for 
106, in Brisbane in 2018 during the ANZAC Day week. As no progress on membership was still the case, a 
proposal to conduct a Special General Meeting (SGM) to consider winding up was reluctantly made at the 
time of publishing details for the 2018 reunion.  
 
An SGM/Special Resolution was duly notified to all members. The SGM was conducted on Friday 27th 
April 2018.  
 
The Special Resolution to windup was CARRIED.  
 
The Minutes following provide all the details of the conduct of the SGM.  
 
John Strachan  
President  
106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc 
  

Return to Topic Index 
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Minutes of the SGM of 106 Field Workshop RAEME Assn Inc. 
 

BRISBANE QLD 
On 27th April 2018 

At Hotel Grand Chancellor SPRING HILL Brisbane 
 
OPENING:  
The President (John Strachan) welcomed all those attending the meeting and declared it open at 3.10 pm with a 
quorum confirmed as present. The President indicated that the meeting was being recorded for minute taking 
purposes. No objections were raised with this process.  
 
 
REASON FOR THE SGM 

The President acknowledged this SGM was being held in conjunction with its 2018 50th year reunion (when 
attending numbers from across Australia were significant) specifically to consider a special resolution to wind up the 
106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc by the end of 2018.  
 
This action followed recommendations made at AGMs over a number of years re succession planning and action to 
be taken if a viable succession plan (involving younger members) could not be arranged. 
 
The actual resolution (see Attachment 1) was notified to all members in advance within the prescribed period 
required for incorporated associations. The actual advice had been dispatched to financial members, and more 
widely to other 106ers, well before the SGM. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE at MEETING and VOTING 
The President advised that under the Associations’ Incorporation’s Act an association is permitted to vote to ‘wind 
up’ and that only attending financial members at an SGM could vote. Proxies were not permitted in this instance. 
 
The President disclosed the call to conduct an SGM was only decided upon once all the circumstances of 
membership finances, and factors relating to membership ageing and declining numbers, had been considered. He 
further disclosed that the Management Committee subsequently, unanimously, supported a move to wind up. 
  
All committee members who reached this consensus were in attendance at the SGM. These were: 

 
John Strachan   (President) 
Phillip Bond  (Secretary/Treasurer) 
John Bailey (Assist.  Secretary/Treasurer) 
Dennis Norman  (Webmaster/ Member NSW) 
Claude Palmer   (Member QLD) 

Doug Goetze (Member QLD)  
Milton Pearson   (Member VIC) 
Frank Owen   (Member SA) 
Steve Cartner   (Member WA 
 

 
Financial member attendees, when entering, were given a yellow coloured ‘authorised to vote’ slip after 
certification of their status from the Secretary/Treasurer.  
 
Attendees were advised that a 75% FOR vote of voting members would be required for a wind up motion to be 
carried. 
 
The President acknowledged that some non-financial 106ers were present at the meeting and that these 106ers 
would be given an opportunity to express an opinion that financial members could consider before voting. This 
‘opinion option’ was previously offered to both financial and non-financial not attending the reunion or SGM. No 
opinions had been received prior to the meeting commencement and no opinions were subsequently offered at the 
meeting. 
 
 
APOLOGIES 
  
Specific apologies had not been received for the SGM. However, many apologies were received for the reunion 
generally. These apologies were not recorded at the meeting but the names of Allan Garnham, Ollie Waugh and 
Fred Pallas were indicated as apologies from fellow members from the floor.
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
The last meeting held by the Association was the 2017 AGM held in Brisbane. A resolution applicable to that meeting 
was not necessary. The only detail from the meeting relevant to this SGM is that shown in the next paragraph of these 
minutes. 
 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF PAST TWO AGMs 
 
The President indicated that the main topics of discussion at the past two AGMs concerned the future of the Association 
- specifically associated with three broad options: 
 

1. Do nothing different - keep going. 
2. Disband/shut down 
3. Roll the Association into another RAEME entity/Association. 

 
Consideration of these options at Management Committee level culminated in the conduct of the SGM. 
 
 
DISCUSSION / PUTTING THE RESOLUTION 
 
The President led the meeting into discussions about the three options. Consensus was quickly reached that option 3  
should not be considered further. He indicated that the Management Committee had subsequently taken a decision to 
recommend that option 2 be followed. The formal resolution to wind up which could be voted upon at this SGM was 
compiled. 
 
 
The President also indicated that, as the Management Committee had unanimously supported winding up, some 
preliminary work had been done to consider how the process could proceed. A financial analysis and suggested plan to 
wind up was produced and was distributed to attendees. This document (Statement of Financial Position) is shown at 
attachment 2. 
 
 
The implications of a wind up (option 2) outlined in the Financial Analysis/plan were the subject of extensive general 
discussion at the meeting.  
 
 
A number of attendees who were keen to maintain the positives the Association had delivered to members over the 
years since it was established in 2004 were invited to present their case to the SGM for option 1  to be adopted instead 
of proceeding with the special resolution.  Others, responding to argument for option 1, did not generally disagree with 
the argument sentiments but were more intent on ensuring the Association did not decline in stature because of falling 
membership, poor finances and/or an inability to maintain an Australia wide management organization. 
 
 
Most of the to and fro discussion appeared to favour a wind up while the Association was still financially sound with a 
stable Management Team in place. The President therefore suggested the simplest way to resolve the difference of 
opinions was to put the wind up resolution to the meeting without further argument – a FOR  majority vote would 
obviously indicate option 2 had been accepted and winding up would proceed; an AGAINST majority would indicate 
option 1 should be pursued. 
 
 
MOVED by The President:   SECONDED:   Trevor Fardell 
 
That the special resolution (as printed in the Notice for the SGM) recommending the wind up of the  Association  be put. 
 
 
There was no further discussion. The meeting proceeded to the formal count. 
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Results of the count (double count) using voting slips:   (Votes total: 39 )  FOR - 34 (87%)  AGAINST - 5  
 
As the FOR vote exceeded the minimum 75% the Resolution was CARRIED. 
The President thanked attendees for their objective consideration of the wind up issues.  
Concern was expressed by Steve Cartner that contact between mates could be lost now that a wind up had been agreed. 
He indicated that there was a desire that members should be able to keep in touch. The President undertook to compile 
a detailed 106er State grouped personnel list to allow contact networks to be established. The Contact List would 
include information that could be publically disseminated. 
 
The meeting went on to start discussion of  individual items in the plan previously presented. However discussions were 
curtailed by a motion from the floor to accept the plan, in principle, in its entirety – to be executed by the Management 
Committee. 
 
 
MOVED    Mario Simic   SECONDED Trevor Fardell 
 
That the plan, as presented, (as written in Attachment 2) be approved to execute the wind up of the 106 Association 
(with authority given for the Management Committee to exercise its discretion as to the usage of funds it decides to 
cede to entities such as the RAEME Assoc of Queensland). 
 
CARRIED - UNANAMOUS. 
 
The implications of this vote will be to have 106 Fd Wksp’s war service deployment better recognised: 
 

• at the Australian War Memorial (AWM) . It was acknowledged that the 106 website would still be archived in 
the long term in the AWM’s historical records system.   

 
• Other options open to the Association included displays at Seymour (tiled walk) and the Phillip Island Vietnam 

museum. 
 

• Any other opportunity. 
 
Association Funds will be dispersed to maintain the past interests of the Association. 
 
 
CLOSING 
 
Before the formal close of proceedings, the President made an expansive compliment of the contribution made by 
Phyllis Bond continuously since 2002. On the voices, the meeting agreed that the Committee obtain a suitable 
appreciation gift for Phyllis. 
 
Some general discussion also occurred re Association Banners (current, past and a copy in Victoria). Disposal/use of 
these will be resolved by the Management Committee under the authority provided in the motion relating to the wind 
up plan. 
 
The meeting was closed at 3.20pm 
_____________________________                                                                        
 
John Strachan 
President                          Date 2/7/18 
 
 
Attachment 1:  Special Resolution and Explanatory Notes 
Attachment 2:   Statement of Financial Position    Return to Topic Index  
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  Attachment 1  

 
106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING (SGM) 

3pm 27 April 2018  
Hotel Grand Chancellor  

Leichhardt St BRISBANE  
 

Winding Up the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc 
Explanatory Notes and Special Resolution 

 
 

Quite some years ago the rules of the 106 Association were changed as open to all ex 106ers wherever they had 
served and no longer exclusive to SVN veterans. This was done in attempt to attract those who had only served in 
Australian locations. Despite this, the Association was still seen by others as an SVN veterans only Association. 
Additional membership take up never occurred as a result of this move, 
 
 

As late as 2014/2015 the need to get younger members into the Association was re-emphasised as being important if 
the viability of the Association was to be assured. Efforts were made to attract serving members of 106 Fd Wksp 7 
CSSB to the Association. A serving member of the Wksp was even co-opted onto the Management Committee. All 
these efforts bore no real success. 
 
 

At the 2016 AGM conducted during reunion activities at Frankston VIC, members voted unanimously that unless the 
Association could attract younger membership, and identify within that younger membership persons willing to take on 
the management of the Association by 2018, the Association should be wound up. 
 
 

The agreement at that AGM then was based on the background described above and these factors: 
 

• Ageing membership. 
• Declining financial membership of 106 SVN veterans due to change of interest, medical issues, competing 

memberships in other associations etc 
• Lack of interest from non-SVN 106ers (not currently serving with 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB) to join the 

Association. 
• lack of interest from serving soldiers of 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB to take up financial membership even after 

complimentary 1 year membership was provided to all workshop members. 
 
Over the years attempts to achieve the transition to a younger membership have not met with any success. 
 
 
In late 2017, all members of the Management Committee were unanimous that unless some substantive change in 
position was evident, the Association should continue with the commitment to conduct the 50th year reunion 
celebrations in April 2018 in Brisbane  BUT it should move to wind up by the end of 2018 (while the organisation 
was not under any financial stress). 
 
 
The Management Committee is now moving to implement wind up proceedings. The conduct of a SGM is necessary 
under the Associations Incorporation Act (QLD) 1981 to have a wind up Resolution authorised by its members. A 
75% YES vote for the Resolution from attending members will be required. Members must be financial to cast a 
legal vote. 
 
The Management Committee members are unanimous in their support of the Special Resolution. 
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Special Resolution 
 
At the 2018 SGM: In accordance with rule 89 (1) of the Associations Incorporation Act (QLD) 1981 which states “An 
Associated Incorporation may be wound up” the Management Committee moves:  “To consider and thought fit to pass 
the following three part wind up proposal as a Special Resolution”:  

1. The 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc be ‘wound up’ no later than the end of calendar year 2018, provided 
that: 
 
a. Priority be given to ascertaining the costs for officially deregistering the Association with ASIC and the Qld 

Office of Fair Trading, and that such funds required be provisioned for that purpose.   
 

b. The Association’s Management Committee take all steps necessary to provision funds to transition all life 
members of the 106 Association into an appropriate state based RAEME association without term or 
financial detriment. 

 
c. The balance of funds of the Norm Hicks-Hall bequest, used for an annual award for junior Craftsmen of 106 

Fd Wksp 7 CSSB Enoggera, be provisioned then later transferred to a RAEME Association, or entity, who 
agrees to administer the fund based on its original purpose and parameters. 

 
d. Funds are provisioned for the proper archiving of the Association’s official website – if  required by the 

Australian War Memorial to have the website retained  in their historical Pandora records’ system, 
guaranteeing ongoing link access for any interested party. 

 
e. The Association’s Management Committee determine the amount to be provisioned to facilitate a final audit 

of the Association Accounts and to cover the administrative costs for a mail out of advice on finalisation to 
its remaining financial members. 

 
f. The Association’s Management Committee finalize any other business decision which requires expenditure 

and make provision for an amount to ensure the liability will be cleared prior to the completion date for the 
wind up.  
 

 
2. The Association’s Management Committee determines a surplus funds’ balance once all provisions/liabilities 

have been processed/cleared and is to determine where and how to distribute these funds, together with any 
stock or other assets (excluding the Association’s Banner), in the manner allowed in the 106 Constitution.  

 
and 

 
3. The 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc’s Banner be transferred to the Army Museum at Wodonga for display 

purposes. 
 

 
 

Return to Topic Index 
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Attachment 2 
 

106 FD WKSP RAEME ASSOCIATION INC. 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PROJECTION - UPDATED 2/5/18 

CASH Rounded to nearest $ 
Main Trading Ac Balance 

 

$20,989 
Reunion Ac Balance $10,075 
Managed Investments Ac Balance closed 
Cash (Membership Fees and sales) held pending deposit $820 
Other anticipated receipts (incl membership Fees, Donations etc) not calc 
Anticipated final Revenue from Reunion $0 1 

$31,884 

EXPENDITURE/LIABILITIES 

2018 Reunion Costs   (Chqs yet to be presented) $18,218 2 

$18,218 

Projected cash Balance Post Reunion  $13,666 

Provisions 
Association Wind Up/Deregistration Fees (ASIC, QLD Fair Trading) $60 
Transition Fees for Life Memberships (8) with RAQ (members can be interstate) $800 
Norm Hicks-Hall Bequest Balance $3,250 
Audit $200 
Website  Archiving Admin cost est $200 3 
Postal/Admin & Archive Records $100 
Miscellaneous/Sundry (incl Website hosting fees) $200 

$4,810 

BALANCE after Provisions $8,856 

Notes 
1 Reconciled 

2 
Expenditure amount per function reconciliation. Includes $300 post reunion mail outs for stock items.     

3 
The RAQ is prepared to take over control of the 106 website for historical purposes, plus pay  any ongoing domain 
fees etc. 106 would need only delete personal member details. Link access or AWM archiving would not be affected.. 
It also means the website will still be open to the addition of articles, photos etc. through the RAQ. They already have 
a similar arrangement with Bob Thompson’s ‘RAEME Know How’ Blog site. Provision is for minimal expenses for 
domain costs. 

Data for Enabling Motions at SGM - for provisions to cover outstanding business (Clause1.f.) 
Potential 4 x tile Street display Seymour Walk of Remembrance. $1,000   
Potential Plaque in Memorial Garden Phillip Island SVN Museum $1,000   
Doves (Edwards) Contribution $2,000   

$4,000   

$4,856   

Approved amounts for distribution (for specific enabling motions against Clause 2)   

Bring Hicks--Hall Fund Balance up to $5,250                                                                 
(Funds 10 year program life - managed by RAQ)                   $2,000   
Contribution to spanner pack program $1,500 $3,500   

  
Est surplus available for transfer to RAQ  or for other allocation   $1,356   

 
Return to Topic Index 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up Event 
 

106 Field Workshop RAEME 
Plaque Unveiling. 
1st October, 2018 

 National Vietnam Veterans Museum 
Phillip Island Victoria 

 
On Monday 1st October, 2018, eleven former members of 106 Field Workshop gathered at the 
National Vietnam Veterans Museum at Newhaven on Phillip Island.    The purpose of the gathering 
was to unveil a plaque dedicated to  
 

“ALL REGULAR AND NATIONAL SERVICE SOLDIERS WHO  
PROVIDED CONTINUOUS AND EFFECTIVE REPAIR AND  

MAINTENANCE SUPPORT FOR EQUIPMENT USED BY UNITS  
UNDER COMMAND OF 1st AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE.” 

 
  Those who attended were Allan & Judy Blackwell; Rod Bowen; Ian & Liz Campbell; Peter & Chris 
Lucas; Bob Malone; Fred & Trish Pallas; Milton & Wendy Pearson; Tony & Susan Stafford; Geoff & 
Maureen Smith; Lawrence & Gwenda Walker-Smith and Peter & Sineke Winter. 
 

 
 

L-R  Allan Blackwell, Geoff Smith, Tony Stafford, Lawrence Walker-Smith, Fred Pallas,  
Bob Malone, Peter Lucas, Ian Campbell, Milton Pearson, Peter Winter, Rod Bowen. 

 
The ceremony began with Tony Stafford raising the flag designed and manufactured for the 2016 
Frankston Reunion.  It was great to see the RAEME tri-colour with the unit title fluttering in the 
gentle breeze. 
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The Ladies who attended the ceremony 
 

 
 

L-R Chris Lucas, Maureen Smith, Trish Pallas, Gwenda Walker-Smith, Susan Stafford,  
Liz Campbell, Wendy Pearson, Sineke Winter, Judy Blackwell. 

 
 

     
 

Tony Stafford prepares to Raise our Flag 
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The Flag  
 

 
Fred Pallas delivered a short address outlining his thoughts on the Unit that we served in so long 
ago. 
 

“Good morning all and welcome.  Today is probably the last significant event in 
the history of our 106. I have been asked to say a few words of reflection today. 
 
106 Fd Wksp was established on the Order of Battle on 14th October, 1968.   It 
became operational on the 1st November of that year, at Nui Dat. The unit was 
one of the few to be raised within an area of operations and the only one since 
World War 2.  106 returned to Australia at Bonegilla near Wodonga on 1st 
September, 1971.  It was disbanded in early 1972, but exactly when, seems to be a 
mystery. 
 
In the three short years of its operation, 545 personnel served in the unit.  By the 
time I arrived on 22nd October 1970, the reputation of the unit was well 
established.  Only the impossible was unachievable, but even then, not every time.  
The achievements of the unit were legendary among the arms units we supported. 
 
All the personnel in the unit were highly skilled at what- ever tasks they were 
allocated.  Whether it was a cook trying to convert the inedible into the edible, or 
a tradesman trying to bring battle damaged equipment back to life, each man 
approached his task with enthusiasm and skill.  Mutual support was the order of 
the day.  No man achieved his objective without the contributions of many others. 
 
In my 24 years of army service, 106 was the most cohesive, most focused and 
strongest unit that I was posted to.  This camaraderie, care and mutual support 
contributed significantly to our technical success. 
 
The plaque we are unveiling today is dedicated to every man who served with 106 
Field Workshop.  Each can be proud of the part he played in creating a unit with a 
proud reputation which today’s soldiers strive to maintain. 
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         Fred Pallas delivers the address 
 

 
Following the address, the plaque was unveiled by Ian Campbell and Peter Lucas. 

   

 
 

         Ian Campbell and Peter Lucas unveil the plaque 
 
 
The plaque has been permanently fixed to a stone within the ‘Garden of Reflections’ which is 
located at the rear of the museum building, away from most of the traffic noise. 
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 . 

 
The ceremony concluded with Milton reciting ‘The Ode’, followed by Tony lowering of the 2016 
reunion flag. 
 
Time was allocated for photo opportunities before we all adjourned to the café for a well prepared 
and greatly appreciated lunch.  It was a fantastic opportunity for us to gather and reflect on our 
collective achievements from so many years ago. 
 
The ceremony and placement of the plaque was facilitated by the staff of the National Vietnam 
Veterans Museum; in particular Sonia and Phil.   
 
 

 
 

Sonia Hogg and Phil Dressing. 
Return to Topic Index 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up Event 
 

The 106 Fd Wksp RAEME  
Paver Display at the Seymour Walk of Remembrance   

November 2018 
 
At the106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc 2018 SGM when the motion to wind up the Association was carried a 
subsequent motion was also carried to have 106 Fd Wksp’s South Vietnam deployment acknowledged on a “Paver 
Display” on the Walk of Remembrance at Seymour. 
 
The payment of  installation costs has been finalized.  
 
At the time of posting this article the tiles (4 x inscribed terracotta tiles, each 300 x 300, featuring a RAEME badge motif 
and unit title / dates) were being batched, along with some others for other parties, for ‘firing’.   
 
The Association anticipates the actual ground installation will be completed some time in December 2018. 
 
Some captioned photos will be added on the following reserved page as soon as they are available. The following page 
provides photos of the final fished product. 
 
 

Return to Topic Index 
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The 106 Fd Wksp RAEME  
Paver Display at the Seymour Walk of Remembrance   

November 2018 
 
 
At the106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc 2018 SGM when the motion to wind up the Association was carried, a 
subsequent motion was also carried to have 106 Fd Wksp’s South Vietnam deployment acknowledged with a terracotta 
“Paver Display” on the Walk of Remembrance at Seymour. 
 
 
The installation was due to be finalized in 2018 in line with winding up of the Association. However , delays in the 
manufacture (‘firing’) of the tiles (4 x inscribed terracotta tiles, each 300 x 300, featuring a RAEME badge motif and unit 
title / dates) meant that the installation was not completed until early 2019. 
 
 
Captioned photos of the installation are on the next page. 

 
Paver Display at the Seymour Walk of Remembrance   

   
 
Panel of 4 x Terracotta tiles, each 300 x 300, featuring a 

simple RAEME badge motif with unit details and unit 
motto. 

 

This photo shows the display with 106 vet Harry Souter who 
helped organize the installation. Harry ensured the display is 

prominent near the M2A2 Howitzer which is displayed 
nearby. 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to Topic Index 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up Event 
106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB at Enoggera Barracks  

2nd November 2018 
106 Fd Wksp RAEME  50th Birthday BBQ 

 
A number of members of the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc were able to attend 106’s 50th birthday 
celebrations at a unit BBQ which was conducted in 106’s new workshop facilities (not officially handed over 
to 106 at that time). 
 
Attending were John Strachan (President), Phillip Bond (Secretary/Treasurer), Management Committee 
members Claude Palmer and Doug Goetze, Trevor Henderson, Bruce Sansom and Benny Vahdat.  
John Strachan made a short speech. 
 

               
 

John Strachan          Trevor Henderson, Doug Goetze            Phillip Bond and a 106 
         and Claude Palmer                                 and Bruce Sansom     Craftsman (her name not avail) 

 

                      
 

                          Benny Vahdat                  Claude Palmer …..   Psst It is not your gig anymore Claude! 
 

                    
 
              Phil wants to get his hands on the                                              Birthday Cake              Return to Topic Index 
                vehicle in the wokshop bay. 
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50th Birthday Commemorative Medallion (The Romano Medallion) Presentation  
 

Background to the production of the Medallion. 
 
For the 106 Association’s Reunion at Frankston in 2016, an enterprising SVN veteran 106er, Tony 
Romano, crafted a fantastic 106 Fd Wksp RAEME commemorative medallion which was auctioned 
off among reunion attendees to help pay for reunion costs. The medallion sold for some hundreds 
of dollars to a “private 106 collector”.  
 
The feature of this medallion, apart from it was a great looking medallion,  was the artist/maker - 
Tony Romano. He came up with the design, did the casting, did the inscriptions, and manufactured 
tooling to suit the milling that had to be done. 
 
Following this, Tony indicated he was going to take on the task of making an even better 
professional display-grade  medallion to commemorate the 50th Birthday of the founding of 106 Fd 
Wksp RAEME SVN at Nui Dat  on 1st  November 1968. 
 
Tony did just that with the part-time assistance of his brother Mauri. 
 
Tony Romano produced a superbly crafted double sided display medallion complete with its own 
tailored timber display case. As Tony did for his  2016 efforts, he came up with the design, did the 
casting, devised his own computer programs to run machines he manufactured to complete the 
milling and other jobs; he did the inscriptions on the case and produced an electronic file describing 
all the processes. It was a far more complex undertaking than his 2016 medallion. It was over a one 
year’s work of love. 
 
Tony’s intention was to either gift the medallion  to the Australian War Memorial (AWM) for 
display or, at worst, sell it on the open market. His preference was to explore the AWM route; but 
as he found out that the AWM could not guarantee that the medallion would be displayed even if 
they accepted it, he reluctantly realised it would probably be better to sell the medallion to defray 
his costs rather than have it locked away securely in an AWM cupboard. 
 
Even though the 106 Association was in the throes of considering wind up at the time he finished 
the manufacture of the medallion, the members at the 106 Association at an SGM in April 2018 
agreed that the Management Committee should consider acquiring the medallion for display 
elsewhere.  
 
The 106 Association was able to acquire the medallion.  
 
After the acquisition was finalised, the Management Committee considered sites where the 
medallion could be best displayed. In the end, it was determined the best for long term historical 
purposes would be to present the medallion  to 7 Combat Services Support Battalion (7 CSSB) /106 
Fd Wksp so that it could be displayed among other significant memorabilia and colours held by the 
Battalion/Workshop.  
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The details of the Romano 106 Fd Wksp RAEME 50th Birthday Medallion  
 
 

             
   Lasered Inscription on the                                 Front                                        Obverse  
              display case. 
 
 
 

                         
 
                Display mode - Front                                               Alternate display mode - obverse 

 
 
 
 
 
 



19 
 
The Presentation to 7 CSSB/106 Fd Wksp 
 
The Romano Medallion was presented  from the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc  to  7CSSB/106 Fd 
Wksp at the workshop’s  50th birthday BBQ held at the 106’s new facilities (to be officially opened by the 
Governor General on the 20th November 2018) at  Enoggera Barracks Brisbane on Friday 2nd November  2018. 
 

           
 

LTCOL John Strachan (Retd), the President of the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc,  
presented the medallion to MAJ Troy Hollis, the OC 106 Fd Wksp 7CSSB. 

Note: The CO 7 CSSB, LTCOL Steve Cleggett, was unable to attend due to other official commitments. 
 
 

 
 

Panoramic View of the members of 106 listening to the speech then the presentation. 
 
 

The Romano Medallion will be on permanent display within 7 CSSB, either within the Battalion headquarters or 
the workshop’s new display facility, together with other awards and memorabilia. The medallion will be retained 
under the stewardship of the RSM 7 CSSB or alternately the CSM 106 Fd Wksp 7CSSB. 
 

      
 

1.  Members of 106 7 CSSB getting a close up  of the medallion.  2.  Presentation Done! MAJ Troy Hollis with 
LTCOL Claude Palmer (Retd).  Two 106 subalterns and Doeg Goetze in the background.        .                   

 
 

Return to Topic Index. 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up Activities 
Association’s Winding Up Contribution to “Doves”. 

 
As part of the 106 Association Winding up, a decision concerning the distribution of Association Funds included 
the approval to contribute $2,000 to DOVES an organization originally founded by Dennis Edwards who had 
served in 106 Fd Wksp in SVN. The contribution was paid in November 2018. Some detail re Doves is shown 
below. 

Excerpt  of 2017 Data from Doves 
The vast majority of sponsorship monies goes directly to supporting the children to whom we provide sponsorship. The 
only exception to this rule is a minimal fee we pay an interpreter to assist with functioning and effective communication 
with the pagodas and orphanages in Vietnam. Also, we do help with special projects where we will try and secure 
money for these projects to come a reality. 
 
DOVES is a not for profit organisation and is registered as a Charity. It is also Incorporated. We also have also been 
Registered by Consumer Affairs Victoria for Fundraising. We do not have Tax Deductable Gift Recipient Status at 
present, as the committee has elected to give more to the children, rather than incur greater expenditure on 
accountants and administration, which would detract from our grass roots work. In the future this may change 
 
The Concept for this organisation was started by a Vietnam Veteran by the name of Dennis Edwards. During his time in 
Vietnam he and a group of engineers from 106 Field Workshop RAEME, built some playground equipment for a 
government run orphanage. Dennis returned to Vietnam 43 years later, to discover the equipment was still being used 
(as it is today). From that day Dennis started helping, first with food, then he started paying to send some children to 
school through a family fund.  In the last eighteen months, our organisation has undergone a rebranding to reflect the 
breath of the fund we are running today. You will find all these details the DOVES’ website. www.doves.org.au along 
with many other facts and stories. 
  
DOVES now sponsor 200 children, with 117 sponsors.  With the support we are receiving, we have short term 
aspirations to increase sponsorship to 225 children -This now from seven centres. Our main aim is to provide the funds 
to see that the child gets a valuable chance at a decent education. This of course is an education they may not have 
received without donations. A portion of the allocated funds goes directly towards books and clothing. Each year, there 
is a further allocation of 2,000,000.00 dong (which is the equivalent to around $135.00 AUD) for the Orphanage or 
Pagoda to buy food or the essentials they may require.   
 
We are always looking for new sponsors so if the ex-Vietnam Veterans or their families from the 106 Field Workshop, 
through myself or Steve, wish to help by sponsoring a child, or make a donation, that can be used to help improve the 
lives of these children. Or go to our web site where you can donate through PayPal.   
 
Peter Fryers:   
Director and Committee 
DOVES:   Phone: 0407 547 901         E Mail:  dovesvietnam@gmail.com   Web:  www.doves.org.au                        

Return to Topic Index  
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc - Winding Up Activities 
 

Contributions to the RAEME “Operation Spanner Pack” Program  
and the Continuance of the Hicks-Hall Award 

 
As part of the 106 Association Winding up, a decision concerning the distribution of Association Funds included 
the approval to contribute $1500 to the RAEME Operation Spanner Pack initiative/program. The program is 
managed by the RAEME Association of Queensland (RAQ).  
 
The contribution was paid to the RAQ in the latter part of  November 2018 
 

Operation Spanner Pack – Update  July 2017  
The Corps of RAEME at any one time has a number of soldiers who are serving on operations and other 
areas on overseas deployment. The RAEME Associations, with your assistance, send "Spanner Packs" (not 
tools) to our Corps Soldiers on operations. These packs contain items not supplied by Defence or locally 
available, which will assist our soldiers to live more comfortably and enjoy some of those favourite things 
they miss from home. To date over four thousandpacks have been provided to soldiers on deployment.. 
 
We have surveyed many of our recent returned soldiers and those about to leave for overseas and we are 
in the process of putting together lists of favourite items most preferred by the soldiers. Some of these 
favourite items are food (Vegemite, biscuits and lollies), magazines, packs of cards, hygiene items, games 
etc. This project is not state, trade or Unit specific and it is hoped that every soldier will receive at least 
one pack on each rotation deployment/posting overseas. 

You can assist us by individual financial donation, becoming a commercial sponsor with appropriate 
product and/or dollars, putting us in touch with other possible sponsors, that you know would be willing 
to assist us in this very important Corps project, and all of the above. We are very open to suggestions 
and assistance. We are sure that all of our members and contacts will be very willing to assist in some 
positive way. We are also sure that all returned soldiers will know the importance of this project 
“Operation Spanner Pack”, and will support this worthy project.  

More information can be obtained from the RAEME Association Queensland Chairman of the Spanner 
Pack Sub Committee via qld.raeme.org.au contact us page. The more we receive the more our soldiers 
will benefit. We have no end date for this project. However, when that day comes, any funds not 
expended will be held by the RAEME National Association (RNA) and used for the benefit of all members 
of the RAEME Associations Nationally 

Return to Topic Index 
 
 
 
Allocation of Funds to continue the Hicks-Hall Award  
 
As part of the 106 Association Winding up, a decision concerning the distribution of Association Funds included 
the approval to allocate $5,000 to continue the Association’s Hicks-Hall Award (read more about this award).  
 
The 106 Association has arranged the award for 2018 – paid for from the $5000 approved for distribution:  In 
future years the Annual award will be managed by the RAQ. The award is usually presented as part of RAEME 
birthday celebrations in late November. 
 
The balance of the $5000 contribution will be paid to the RAQ Association in the latter part of November 2018.  

 
 

Return to Topic Index 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up Event 
 

Naming of the new 106 Fd Wksp 7CSSB Workshop Facilities  
at Enoggera Barracks  on 20 Nov 18 

 
During 2017/2018 major new facilities were being constructed at Enoggera Barracks for 106 Fd Wksp 7CSSB. 
The new facilities will cater  for an increase to the personnel strength of the workshop to cope with the 
anticipated increase in workload emanating from the introduction of new major equipment/vehicles into service. 
The works were completed in mid  November 2018. The 106 workshop will handle: 
 

• Tanks, newly relocated to Enoggera,  
• an increased number of other A vehicles in 7 Bde, (and later the anticipated repacemnt for the current 

ASLAV armoured vehicle). 
• the new generation of B vehicles – tactical trucks and lighter vehicles and 
• other ancillary equipment  

 
The new facilities will also cater for an anticipated increase in heavy recovery workload. 
 
The ceremonial opening of these new facilities occurred on the 20th November 2018. The Governor General, 
His Excellency General The Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) officiated at the ceremony. In 
attendance in the officiating party also were the COMD 7 Bde, the RAEME Head of Corps, RAEME Corps 
RSM, the CO 7 CSSB, the OC 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB and representatives of the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME 
Association Inc (President and Secretary/Treasurer). 
 
As the Governor General was still the Patron of the 106 Association at this time, it was gratifying for him to be 
able to announce that Army Office had given formal approval for the facilities to be officially named after LTCOL 
C.V.L. Palmer (RAEME) (Retd). The facility was named the MAJ Claude Palmer Workshop reflecting Claude’s 
rank at the time of his 1969/70 command of the newly raised 106 Fd Wksp RAEME at Nui Dat SVN. 
 
Claude Palmer, in the company of his wife Jan, was in attendance when the naming was officially announced. 
A read of Claude’s biograpy (below) gives an indication of how deserving he is of this honour.  
 
Congratulations Claude.  
 

                           
 
Tuesday 20th November 2018:  LTCOL C V L Palmer  RAEME (Retd) being congratulated by His Excellency General The 
Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd), Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia,  on the naming and 

official opening of the Major Claude Palmer Workshop of 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB Gallipoli Barracks Enoggera. 



23 
 

             
 

L. to R:  
OC 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB (MAJ Troy Hollis),  His excellency General The Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd)               

Her Excellency Lady Cosgrove, LTCOL C V L Palmer (Retd) and CSM 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB  (WO2 Mark Williams)  
 

              
 
                    LTCOL Palmer (Retd) -  in presenting a commemorative RAEME Workshop flag to MAJ Hollis. 
 
 
Tour of Facilities 
 
Following the opening ceremony, a tour of the new workshop facilities was conducted. 
 

Return to Topic Index 
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Attachment to Naming Article 
 

BIOGRAPHY LTCOL C.V.L. PALMER (RAEME) (Retd) 
 
Claude Vivian Loftus Palmer was born in Brisbane 1934.  
 
Education and Training 
He was a School Cadet in the years 1949 to 1952.  
He enlisted in the 2/14 QMI (CMF) at BULIMBA in 1953. Later that year, he completed National Service at 11 
NS Bn WACOL, then entered RMC DUNTROON, graduating 1957.  
After being commissioned into RAEME, he continued with studies at RMIT, graduating FRMIT Mechanical 
Engineering in 1959. 
 

Regular Army Service & Public Service 
His initial ARA posting in the years 1959 to 1961 was as the  OC Recov Pl 101 Inf Wksp RAEME; where, being 
the only RAEME subaltern in 1 Div, he commanded six Victoria Barracks SYDNEY Guards, these being the first 
recorded all RAEME/RAAOC Guards mounted there and at Martin Place Cenotaph.   
 

On promotion to  Captain in 1962 Claude was posted as the  OC 1 Sig Regt LAD RAEME.  
In 1963, he was reassigned to become the first OC of the combined Corps workshop  (17 Const Sqn Wksp 
RAE/RAEME)  at WEWAK and PASSAM in TPNG during the Indonesian Konfrontation. 
 

During 1964/65, he attended the Royal Military College of Science, SHRIVENHAM, UK. He was promoted 
Major and seved as Deputy Assistant Master General of Ordnance during 1967/68.  
 

During the whole of 1969, Claude was OC 106 Fd Wksp RAEME, NUI DAT, VIETNAM, and Comd 1 ATF's 
Technical Staff Officer. Following his return to Australia, he was reposted as BEME 28 Comwel Bde, 
SINGAPORE to assist planning for ANZUK Force then later reassigned as the first OC ANZUK Wksp 
REME/RAEME/RNZEME/ Singaporean Civilian Trades. The ANZUK Wksp also successfully supported ANZUK 
Bde exercises, receiving commendation from the (then) British COMD 28 Bde. 
 

On return to Australia in 1972, he was promoted LTCOL as the CO Technical Services Unit (TSU)  RAEME and 
he held that post through to 1974. During 1975/76, he served as the SO 1 (Mobility/Engineering/USMC Liaison) 
Australian Embassy, WASHINGTON D.C., USA. On return to Australia, he served as the SO 1 (A Vehs) 
Materiel Branch CANBERRA during 1977/78. 
 

Claude Palmer resigned from the ARA in 1978 to accept the position of Supervising Engineer, Dept of Defence 
- but remained in the  A Res Staff Group. In Defence, he expedited the Australian manufacture of Defence 
materiel and the computerisation of RAN Dockyards.  
 

Civilian Employment/University Lecturing 
In 1981, he moved to BRISBANE and joined AMPOL Petroleum, becoming AMPOL's Chief Engineer prior to 
their takeover by  CALTEX.  He continued military service by serving as the CO 1 EME Services, (A Res) 
BULIMBA, with 104 Fd Wksp and 1 Comn Z Recov Coy under command, retiring in 1991. 
 

From 1995 to 2008, he was a Sessional Lecturer, Griffith University School of Engineering, and a Foundation 
Lecturer in Engineering Leadership - receiving a Dean's Award. 
 

From 1994 to the present, Claude Palmer remains a Veterans' Advocate for Review Board Appeals at  the 
Southport RSL, where he is also a Director. His advocacy has been recognised by three community awards 
and the UN Volunteer Medal.      
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up  
 

Report - Audit sign off for 106 Accounts/Records  
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Return to Topic Index 
Deregistration with ASIC and The Office of Fair Trading (Qld) 

 
The processes (forms/payments/associated documents and the financial report) required by respective  
organizations were completed in mid December 2018. 

Return to Topic Index 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up  
 
 
        

 
 22nd November 2018  His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd)  Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia  Government House Dunrossil Drive YARRALUMLA ACT 2600  Your Excellency  During the 50th year anniversary reunion for members of the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc in Brisbane we conducted a Special General Meeting where it was determined by a Special Resolution to wind up the Association by the end of 2018.   It is regrettable that this action had to be taken; but the decision was consistent with determinations the Association had made in 2014 shortly before the time you agreed to be the Patron. I had said in our original correspondence to you:  

Our Unit Association, covering members Australia wide, is seeking the appointment of a 
Patron; a prominent retired Army Officer who through their prominence alone may help us 
with the task of completing the change of our Association from one representing only South 
Vietnam veterans to one inclusive of both the veteran members and those of any Corps who 
have served, or are currently serving, with the workshop in its various guises since it returned 
to Australia in 1971. The 106 Association had made unsuccessful efforts in the years prior to 2015 to attract non-Vietnam veteran members to sustain the Association for the longer term.  Subsequently, our Association was most appreciative of the support inferred by your patronage so our efforts were intensified from 2015 onwards (a three year plan) – all were still unsuccessful.   The decision therefore has been taken with the orderly wind up of the 106 Association in progress:  
• Certain presentations have been or are being made to secure recognition of the workshop’s raising and deployment in South Vietnam (1968-1971).  
• All 106 Life members have had their memberships transferred to RAEME Association of Queensland (RAQ) life memberships at no cost to them.   

     Patron: His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) 

  106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc. 
 

c/- J. C. Strachan 79 Buckland Rd EVERTON HILLS QLD 4053 
Phone: 07 3353 9157    Mobile: 0419 786 501 

    Email: jcstrachan45@gmail.com or president.association@106fdwksp.com 
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• The Association website is now being edited/restructured to become an enduring historical site and an open site – it has already been archived in the Australian War Memorial’s Pandora historical suite; management of the website will be ongoing through the RAQ and it will remain open for general public access.  
• Association Funds are being distributed to like organisations for specific purposes.   
• A post-Association Australia wide contact listing for veteran 106ers who expressed a desire to have a mechanism in place for those who may want to ‘keep in touch’ has been distributed. 

 The SGM Special Resolution nominated the wind up to be completed by the end of 2018. Accordingly, a date deadline somewhere between the end of November and mid December 2018 to have everything done – transfers, audits, etc.- has been adopted.  This timeline fortuitously has worked in wonderfully well with your recent attendance at 106 Fd Wksp 7 CSSB to officially open their new workshop facilities at Enoggera on the 20th November and to see the facilities officially named after LTCOL C V L Palmer, one of the formative OCs of the Workshop at Nui Dat during 1969/70 and a prominent member/supporter of the 106 Association.  The purpose of this correspondence therefore is to formally advise you of our circumstances and to express our thanks for your patronage.  Yours Sincerely 
 John Strachan Lieutenant Colonel (Rtd) President 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc 
 
Transmitted Electronically 
 

 
 

50TH Year Anniversary. 106 Association members from all over Australia  
participating in the 2018 -Brisbane City ANZAC  Day  March 
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106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc Winding Up Activities 
 

Archiving of the 106 Website with the AWM 
 

The 106 website was first archived in the Australian War Memorial’s Pandora Digital Archiving system in 2006. 
It remains in their system showing the site to be current ‘2006 to now’. This means that embelishments made 
to the 106 website as part of the windup processes will be displayed automatically as part of the 
normal/standard link action. 
 

The 106 Assocaition will be advising the AWM that the management of the site will change from the 106 
Association to the RAQ. 
. 
Handover of the Management of the 106 Website to the RAEME Association of QLD (RAQ) 
 

Management of this website is being passed to the RAEME Assocuation of Queensland (RAQ). The RAQ will 
allow future articles to be lodged and to be posted by interested parties. In due course, the RAQ will indicate 
the rules for how these postings will be transacted. Association records will be transferred to the RAQ. 
 

The changeover will take effect in earlt 2019. 
 

Closing/Thank You  -  from the President of the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Association Inc  
 

In the period 1987 – 2004 many of the veteran SVN members of 106 Fd Wksp were active in organizing events 
and getting together to re-establish contact with their compatriots who served with them in SVN (1968-71).  
 

The Association is thankful to Phillip Bond for taking reunions to the next level by organizing “The Gathering 
of RAEME” in Brisbane, in the Anzac Day week in 2004. The success of this major event was the catalyst for 
the establishment of the 106 Fd Wksp RAEME Assocation Inc, a nation wide registered association. 
 

Since that time until this year (2018) the Association has fostered strong links among its SVN veterans. It is 
unfortunate that moves to bring non SVN ex 106ers into Association activities in the last decade were 
unsuccessful. Notwithstanding, the Association has managed to make a good fist of recording its active service 
history and establish a documented legacy for new generations of 106ers to aspire to. For this, I thank all our 
members who have supported our activities. 
 

I paricularly want to thank the long serving Management Committee members for their work; most serving for 
the full 14 years the Association has been active.  
 
Outgoing Committee 
John Strachan   President QLD 
Phillip Bond   Secretary/Treasurer QLD 
John Bailey   Asst Secretary/Treasurer  QLD 
Claude Palmer   Member SE QLD 
Doug Goetze   Member SE QLD 

 
Dennis Norman   Webmaster NSW 
Elmer Varga   Website ‘Back Room’ NSW 
Milton Pearson   Member VIC 
Frank Owen   Member SA 
Sreve Cartner   Member WA 

 

I would also like to give a general thank you to the reunion organizing team volunteers as we moved around the 
country on a biennial basis – no disasters, all different, all great events. Where? 
 
2004 – QLD           Brisbane  Gathering of  RAEME 
2006 - VIC/NSW    Albury/Wodonga  
2008 – NSW          Tweed Heads     40th year 
2010 - SA               Adelaide  

2012 - WA              Mandurah  
2014 - TAS             Hobart  
2016 - VIC              Frankston  
2018 - QLD            Brisbane  Anzac Week 50th Year 

 

Our challenge ahead is to keep in touch as best we can. 
 
Dec 2018 
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